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Lent, Spiritual Self-Assessment, Self-Awareness
and Famous Lists of Spiritual Qualities
Or
Be Your Own Guru

One of the helpful ways of gauging and assessing our spiritual progress is to take a close look
at the nifty, numerous compiled lists of spiritual qualities that important theologians and
spiritual writers have given us after their own lifetimes of study and discipline, faith, love and
prayer. It would be a real sin not to use these people’s lives as sources for our own religious
guest. So for our Lenten journey, 2008, let us take a brief look at the fascinating and really
supportive, useful and practical catalog of personality characteristics, attitudes and behaviors
that those of us who might attempt the goal of personal spiritual maturity can utilize as a
guideline for our growth. Not all religion is good religion. There is healthy religion and
unhealthy religion, immature religion and mature religion, narcissistic and adult religion, true
religion and false religion. Which would you possess? Which do you possess? These are two
of the most important people.

William James, (1841-1910) The Father of American Psychology in The Varieties of

Religious Experience ......... voted the # 2 Nonfiction book of the entire 20™ century

Healthy Religion or Saintliness: Feeling of the closeness of God'’s presence, having a sense of
God’s presence -- A sense of spiritual excitement -- Peace of mind...relatively carefree and
free from anxiety and worry and phobias -- Purity of life -- A sense of personal calling and
religious vocation and at the same time realizing one’s limits in dealing with life’'s troubles and
then taking moral holidays trusting God to be God and bring things around....the ability to work
hard and relax -- Lack of fanaticism -- Healthy balance of impulses and inhibitions -- Low
opinion of materialism, possessions, consumerism and wealth to bring security or happiness --
Appreciation of beauty in nature, art, music, animals and humans -- Strong sense of love for
all creatures and creation -- A feeling of life’'s importance and appeal in spite of its sham,
drudgery, deceit, and evil -- Sentiments of democracy and progressive humanism -- ldea
that one does not control one’s destiny alone but that one cooperates in one’s destiny with
God -- Moral courage -- Realistic optimism -- Ability to feel pleasure in the good, the true, the
beautiful -- Revulsion from violence, cruelty and vulgarity

Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758) Early American theologian and pastor of the Great Awakening
in The Religious Affections

True Religion: Ability to be moved and motivated by the gospels -- Attempt to apply the
gospels to real life situations -- Conviction that the gospel is true -- Persuasion that God is
beautiful and spiritually excellent and thus very appealing -- A Feeling of one’s dependence on
God and one’s need of God and one’s own insufficiency -- Humility -- Not exaggerating one’s
own importance or experiences over others -- Strong sense of one’s own sin and need for
God’s aid in overcoming sin and one’s own human limitations -- Perception of gradual
transformation of one’s self into something better, more sublime, more human --- Christian
gualities and temperament such as being patient, merciful, kind, forgiving, gentle, good,
faithful, holy -- Holy calmness -- Lack of anger, violence, bitterness, or meanness --
Tenderness of spirit -- Authentic love and knowledge of Jesus and his teachings -- Treating
others with respect and care

Keep a Holy Lent,
John




Church Growth Factor for March ......
Efficient and Well-Designed Organization

Church growth cannot take place without the
appropriate and suitable mix of regulations and
structural arrangements according to all of the
scientific research. This includes primarily
adequate job descriptions which guide the
leaders of the church and define the proper
and fitting methods of procedures for groups.

Church leaders must be familiar with their job
descriptions and duties/responsibilities and
pOSSEeSS a serious vision.

Flying by the seat of one’s pants inevitably
means a committee will crash and burn. Only
come in on a wing and a prayer after an aerial
bombing run! Ha!

Church leaders need creative freedom as to
leading their committees... the UMC assists
leaders with its Book of Discipline with general
“suggestive” guidelines.

Church leaders need to lead as spiritual
leaders and not technocratic, managerial
secular leaders. They can borrow from the
secular management gurus. | do.

Church leaders need to be open to new trends
and ways that foster church growth. One has to
change with the times and peoples’ evolving
progressive attitudes.

Church leaders need to keep committee
meetings on target...nothing kills group
functioning and attendance quicker than dull,
tiresome, tense, or wacky meetings.

Church leaders need to show the way and
involve all members in decision making..... Not
dominate meetings. Democracy works best.

Leading from the back, as always,

John
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Church Growth Characteristic:
Passionate Spirituality
A Growing Church is a Passionate Church

1. Are we on fire, enthused, engaged in
faith?

2. Do we have a vision for our own personal
ministry in the church?

3. Do we stay close to God thru regular
study, Sunday School, worship and personal
home devotions? Or do we drift from our
Source?

4. Is our faith relevant? Does it address the
burning issues of today? Or does it have little
to do with almost everything?

5. Is God real in our lives? A burning,
invading Reality who judges and saves? Or
just a word we occasionally tip our hats to?

6. Is church fun, enjoyable, a spiritual
[[o) Y/ or just a tiresome duty filled with
drudgery and boredom?

7. Is our passion for the things of God
inspiring to others and contagious (as in
evangelism)?

8. Are we proud or embarrassed to be a
Christian? Are we hidden, secret Christians
or do we shout it from the housetops?

9. Are we able to speak well about our
church, our God, and our faith?

10. Are we observers of others doing ministry
or do we do ministry?

11. Are we timid helpless souls or active,
audacious co-creators with God in Christ of
mission and ministry?

12. Are we pleased with our church's image
in the community?
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ARTIST OF THE MONTH

The pictures on the gallery wall are computer
generated prints of great artists who did
different interpretations that are meaningful
to our Lenten journey. They begin with
Jesus and his entry into Jerusalem through
his Resurrection. We hope that you will take
time to view the artwork and reflect on the
purpose of Christ's sacrifice and allow it to
have renewed meaning in your life.

Lenten Journey

Thank you for the cards and prayers during my
recent illness. It is wonderful to have such caring
friends.

Ruth Garman

Deadline for placing order is Sunday, March 30, 200 8.

Checks should be made payable to New Hope Ministries and should be given to Nancy Cassel
along with an order form (available in the church office or on the Opportunities Table at church).
Pick up is Saturday, May 3rd at New Hope Ministries, 15 State Road, Mechanicsburg, 9-11 a.m.
Please pick up all flowers at this time or make arrangements prior to the pickup date.
Unclaimed orders will be resold or gifted to someone in need.

4 1/2" pot - $3.60
10" pot - $12.00
10” Basket - $13.25
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BODY OF CHRIST BANNER

As part of an effort to bring us together as a congregation, Wesley youth is sponsoring a Body
of Christ banner project. This banner will visually portray the diversity of the body of Christ
representing our congregation. If you did not receive a cross pattern you make take one from
the Opportunities table at church. Your job as an individual or as a family is to create a cross
using the pattern, out of cloth materials and/or embellishments to represent yourself or your
family. You can use old material you have lying around the house or you can recycle material
from jeans, a favorite garment of clothing that may no longer fit, a tablecloth that may have
significance...the idea is to use your imagination and creativity. Please return your completed
fabric cross in a Ziploc baggie with your name on the outside and place it in the box
designated for such on the Opportunities Table. Wesley Youth will be arranging all the
crosses on a banner at their March retreat as part of a recreational activity. The banner will be
displayed during Holy Week and we hope it will be a keepsake for the whole church.

Let's bring 1Corinthians 12:12-27 to life!

1 Corinthians 12:12-27

12The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many,
they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13For we were all baptized by[a] one Spirit into one
body whether Jews or Greeks slave or free and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.
14Now the body is hot made up of one part but of many. 15If the foot should say, "Because |
am not a hand, | do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the
body. 16And if the ear should say, "Because | am not an eye, | do not belong to the body," it
would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where
would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell
be? 18But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he
wanted them to be. 19If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are
many parts, but one body.

21The eye cannot say to the hand, "l don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "l
don't need you!" 220n the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable, 23and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor.
And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24while our
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body
and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25so that there should be no division in
the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26If one part suffers,
every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.

27Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.

Please return your completed cross by Sunday, March oth.
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WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING
FEBRUARY 18, 2008

The meeting was called to order by Chair-
person, Judi Reihart.

The opening prayer was offered by Pastor
John Libert.

Those in attendance were Elizabeth Adams,
Kristen & Steve Bernard, Pastor Libert, Judi
Reihart, Marian Soutner, and Edith White.

Copies of the proposed 2008 budget were
distributed. Motion was made by Elizabeth
Adams to accept the proposed 2008 budget.
Second was by Edith White. Vote to accept
was unanimous. Documents revealing the
figures pertaining to Dec. 2007 and January
2008 were reviewed.

Judi operated the VCR to demonstrate ads
which will be shown on television on the
Home and Garden channel during Holy
week.

Pastor John announced a firm called New
Pros Inc. of Ohio who is making available
packets and guidance to be distributed to
new residents. The Confirmation Class of 9
middle school students is progressing.
Special services will be held on Thursday
and Friday of Holy Week. The April 14
meeting of the Administrative Council will
include the Commission on Missions and
Ministry and will continue to convene every
other month.

Speaking for the Trustees, Steve Bernard
announced the addition to the Trustees
Board of Ed Boldosser and Carole Sheriff.
John Eakin, Esqg. reviewed the Endowment
stipulations as to use and applicable rules.
New lighting for the driveway entrance will
be in place by spring. Plumbing problems as
they related to the Pre-school are being
resolved. A spring cleanup is scheduled for
May 17th, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. The next

Trustees meeting will be held March 19th.

The Pastor is considering a grief seminar to
be scheduled for 4 Thursdays in April.

Speaking for the Staff/Parish Committee,
Kristen Bernard announced that the
Custodian is working out well. Pre-school
finances seem to be adjusting as we wish
them to be.

Reporting for the Youth, Kristen announced
the Easter Sunrise Breakfast is in the plans.
Jr. Church is going well. The Pastor will
sponsor the next Youth meal. She is hopeful
that the Youth Group will become involved in
the VBS. If Mt. Olivet wishes to join our VBS
in July they are most welcome.

The Pastor mentioned that we will be having
a Consecration Sunday at some point and
there is a possibility of inviting a fund-raising
organization in to help increase our
membership giving.

The meeting was adjourned by common
consent.

Respectfully Submitted
Marian D. Soutner, Secretary
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At our March Youth Group
meeting, the youth will be
making either a bracelet or a key
chain with special beads that
depict the life of Jesus. This
creative effort will again teach
them about Jesus and how his
sacrifice for us impacts our lives
each and every day. We will
also be having a Passover
Seder meal and a Stations of
the Cross activity.

March is dedicated to teaching the youth the meaning of
the Lenten and Easter seasons. It is by far the most
powerful and emotional season we celebrate but it is
often hard for children to understand why we celebrate
death. Our focus this month is to bring the Passion story
to life and help the youth understand it further. Each
week in Junior Church, the children will be learning the
Passion story and will be working on an Easter tree. A different
symbol of the Easter season will be created each week with Bible
verses that go along with that symbol — a palm leaf, a loaf of
bread, a cross and a butterfly — and hung on their tree so
that by the end of the month, the children will have
something special to take home that will help them
understand the life, the death and the resurrection of our
Lord and Savior.

The Easter sunrise breakfast (6:00 a.m.)
will be hosted by the youth and the
Pastor has challenged us to top his menu
from last year. The challenge has been

accepted and it's game on!!

Our March retreat will also
have special activities for
the Easter season including the
Body of Christ banner,
making decorative Easter eggs
and a cross made from colored
Easter egg shells and
some other unique activities.
We will have our projects
on display in the Narthex
following the retreat for all
to see and enjoy.

Our recreational
activities this month
include a trip to
Meadowbrooke
Gourd Farm and a

bowling party.

All of us from Wesley Youth Group wish you and your families
a very blessed and holy Easter Season!
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Greetings from the Pre-school...

February was busy with several activities. Good News Club started up again on Tuesdays with
February 5 the first meeting. Marlene Billman and Georgia Brumley are again leading the
class. Great dental health programs were provideed by Susan Korch Appleby, an orthodontist,
who is the mother of Aidan in the young three-year-old class. Of course, we managed to hold
Valentine parties, in spite of the snow and ice.

| also have been continuing to answer calls about our school and conducting tours for
prospective new students. We have a few classes nearly full, especially morning classes, but
still have a number of openings in afternoon classes and the classes for the younger students.
So, pleas tell your friends, relatives, and neighbors to call and schedule a tour.

Since Easter comes in March this year, | have been working with
Easter puppet show committees to plan for those programs for the
children, to be held on March 19. There will be one in the morning,
at 11:00, and one in the afternoon, at 2:30.
We will need to make up two snow days
yet and they are scheduled for March 13th
and 20th. The Easter parties will be held

on March 20 in the individual classes and teachers will get information

out to parents to plan those.

With the Easter events in March, | have set our big spring all-school

field trip for Wednesday, April 9th. | have arranged with the director

of the Oakes Museum at Messiah College to have the classes there

in two groups, one in the morning and one in the afternoon. There will be more about that and
other April events in the next newsletter.

Come and visit us sometime!

We thank everyone for all your help and prayers! May the Lord bless you as you continue to
serve Him.

Francine Moody
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Did we miss your birthday or anniversary? If
so, Happy Birthday and/or Happy
Anniversary! We sincerely apologize if we
forgot you. Call the church office during the
secretary’s nhormal office hours (Mon through
Thurs, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.), call us after
normal office hours and leave a message,
send us an e-mail, or send us slow-mail. Let
us know and we will update the system.

Sunday, March 9, 2008

Who knows vyour church better than its
members? We need you to share and report the
news of the church.

Here is what you can do to help:

All articles should be submitted by email to
Vonny Getz, church secretary, at
wesleymech@verizon.net. Email is preferred,
but if you do not use email, please submit your
article in a hard copy that is clearly legible.
Please put your name and phone number on the
article in case we need to contact you for more
information. There is a file folder for Messenger
articles on the desk in the church office.

For “long” articles, please keep your words to
a maximum of 300. Short articles should be kept
to no more than 100 words. We encourage you
to write short articles where possible.

Please note: Deadline for the April 2008

issue is Friday, March 14 by Noon. Please
submit only timely articles.

Thank you for your help.

10
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UNITED METHODIST NEWS IN BRIEF

News In Brief - Jan. 18, 2008

Over the next two years, both The United
Methodist Church and Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America will ask its members to
approve "full communion" between the two
bodies. That step follows an interim agreement
and the conclusion, in December, of the last
round of dialogue between the two
denominations. The vote will take place this
spring for United Methodists and in 2009 for
Lutherans. According to the Rev. W. Douglas
Mills, an executive with the United Methodist
Commission on Christian Unity and Interreligious
Concerns, full communion essentially means
"acknowledging one another's ministries as valid,"
as well as wanting to be involved in mutual
decision-making.

Having seizures but no insurance, Melissa
Whaley said seeing a doctor was out of the
qguestion-until she learned about Shepherd's
Hope Health Center in Orlando, Fla. "There was
nobody in the world to help me, but this place
helped me," said Whaley, who received a free
doctor's consultation, free medication and, most
importantly, compassionate care. Shepherd's
Hope was organized a decade ago by an Orlando
United Methodist church and today includes nine
health care centers in the Orlando area run by
2,000 volunteers from 20 churches. Just as the
Good Shepherd cared for each of his sheep, the
center serves people without access to insurance
or medical care. The Rev. Willam S. Barnes,
senior pastor at St. Luke's United Methodist
Church, said the ministry is simply "caring people
caring for other people.”

An interfaith letter to Congress is urging a
bipartisan diplomatic and political strategy that
will lead to the withdrawal of U.S. troops from
Irag. The letter, sent to every member of
Congress on the eve of the national birthday
celebration of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.,
was signed by 15 religious leaders, including Jim
Winkler, chief executive, United Methodist Board
of Church and Society; the Rev. Michael
Kinnamon, chief executive, National Council of
Churches; and the Rev. Bob Edgar, a United
Methodist and president of Common Cause.
"Congress has an opportunity to take a step
toward realizing Dr. King's vision of a world at
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peace by mandating a diplomatic surge for Iraq
and its neighbors," the letter said. The signers
urged members of Congress to co-sponsor
legislation (H.R. 3797), which would require
President Bush to develop a regional diplomatic
plan for the Middle East and urges him to work
with the United Nations Security Council to
increase U.N. support for the stabilization of Iraqg.

Sharing stories of serving God amid the vestiges
of racism and gender bias in The United
Methodist Church, clergywomen of color
convened for the first time in 25 years to worship,
network and organize to build their influence
within the denomination. "This day, we finally
acknowledge that there will be no systemic
changes unless we are united as women of
color," said the Rev. HiRho Y. Park to open the
United Methodist Racial-Ethnic Clergywomen's
Consultation in Los Angeles. Almost 300 women
from six racial-ethic groups attended the Jan. 3-5
event, sponsored by the church's Board of Higher
Education and Ministry. The clergywomen
affirmed each other's call into ordained ministry,
discussed ways to recruit and nurture young
women of color to answer that same call and
spoke out against institutional racism and gender
bias in the denomination. They reviewed a 2004
study that found that United Methodist
clergywomen of color in the United States do not
feel substantive support from the denomination,
struggle with lack of opportunities for
appointments and visible leadership roles, and
receive salaries lower than their male and female
counterparts.

News In Brief - Jan. 25, 2008

United Methodists are joining other faith groups to
provide relief for hundreds of northern Indiana
flood survivors whose homes were heavily
damaged by muddy waters. The three northern
Indiana communities of Remington, Monticello
and Delphi were hard hit by early-morning flood
waters on Jan. 8. United Methodist Bishop Mike
Coyner of Indianapolis visited with pastors of
each community on Jan. 19 and toured flood-
ravaged areas in Jasper, White and Carroll
counties. As of mid-January, three United
Methodist churches in the area had distributed
more than 500 flood buckets, received $10,000
from the United Methodist Committee on Relief to
(continued on page 12)
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(continued from page 11)

meet immediate needs of flood survivors, and
coordinated help from volunteers across the
state.

Mayor Jim Ardis certainly has the community of
Peoria talking. Faced with rising statistics of crime
and violence, Ardis called on the community to
find its voice through the power of prayer and to
engage in 40 days of prayer for the city.
Congregations responded with nightly,
community-wide prayer services that began on
New Year's Eve and continue through Feb. 8.

Torrential rains that began Christmas Day in
Mozambique, Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe
continue to force thousands from their homes in
southern Africa, according to United Methodist
leaders in those areas. Flooding in Mozambique
has particularly affected United Methodist
churches in Chemba, Buzi, Save and Nova
Mambone. The United Methodist Committee for
Relief is working with Action by Churches
Together and the Mozambique United Methodist
Church to assess needs and develop a plan of
action. UMCOR will address the immediate
humanitarian concerns as well as long-term
recovery needs.

United Methodists can aid emergency relief
efforts by contributing to "Mozambique
Emergency,” UMCOR Advance #156500. Malil
checks to UMCOR at P.O. Box 9068, New York,
NY 10087, with the words "UMCOR Advance
#156500, Mozambique Emergency" written on
the memo line. Credit card donations can be
made by calling (800) 554-8583. Donations are
being accepted at http://secure.gbgm-umc.org/
donations/advance/donate.cfm?
code=156500&id=3018386.

The head of the mission agency of The United
Methodist Church has expressed deep concern
about the situation in the Palestinian enclave of
Gaza following incidents in which Israel closed
the border to essential supplies of food and fuel.
Bishop Felton E. May, interim top executive of the
United Methodist Board of Global Ministries, said
the picture is extremely complex but that his main
concern is for the welfare of the people in both
Gaza and Israel. Israel's border action has been
attributed to rockets fired into Israel by the Hamas
faction now in control in Gaza, a sliver of land
along the Mediterranean Sea. The bishop noted
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that The United Methodist Church has a long
history of concern for peace and justice in Israel-
Palestine. He urged world political leaders to take
action to deal with the current border crisis and
United Methodists to pray for protection of the
dignity of both Israelis and Palestinians in the
troubled Holy Land.

News In Brief - Feb. 1, 2008

Would divestment from companies connected to
the Israeli occupation of Palestinian land help
bring about change in the Middle East? Four
United Methodist speakers explored that question
during a Jan. 25 panel discussion on
"Divestment, the Middle East and Sudan" during
the Pre-General Conference News Briefing in
Fort Worth, Texas. The Rev. Steve Sprecher, a
director of the United Methodist Board of Church
and Society, called divestment "a time-honored
policy" within The United Methodist Church.
Sprecher was part of the committee of the Board
of Church and Society that led the social action
agency to send a petition to General Conference
recommending divestment from Caterpillar Inc.,
the heavy equipment manufacturer based in
Peoria, lll. The petition charges that the company
profits from illegal Israeli occupation of
Palestinian land and contributes to the occupation
by supplying Israeli Defense Forces with heavy
equipment.

An announcement that scientists have created
human embryos through cloning stands "in stark
opposition" to The United Methodist Church's
position, said an executive with the
denomination's social action agency. "The United
Methodist Church position on this issue is very
clear,” said Linda Bales, director of the Louise
and Hugh Moore Population Project at the United
Methodist Board of Church and Society. "Our
opposition to such developments is based on a
belief that God is the creator, and our identity as
humans is much more than our genetic
inheritance, our social environment, or the sum of
the two." Scientists at Stemagen, a biotechnology
company in San Diego, announced on Jan. 18
they used skin cells of two men to create cloned
embryos. It is not clear whether the embryos
would have been viable if implanted into a womb,
said Dr. Samuel H. Wood, chief executive of
Stemagen.

(continued on page 13)
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(continued from page 12)

Adalberto United Methodist Church in Chicago
has opened its doors once again to a woman
seeking protection from deportation to Mexico.
Flor Criséstomo, 28, says she is "picking up the
torch" from Elvira Arelleno, another congregation
member who lived in the church for a year before
leaving last August. Arelleno was arrested and
deported within days of leaving Chicago and
arriving in Los Angeles, where she had planned
to speak out for compassionate immigration
reform. "Today we respond as a church to
another request for sanctuary from one of our
members," said a statement released Jan. 28 by
the church. "We respond by standing together
with her as Jesus calls us to do." Criséstomo has
three children, ages 9 to 14, and an elderly
mother she supports in Mexico with her U.S.
wages. She came to the United States illegally in
2000, she said, because the North American Free
Trade Act had put many farmers out of work in
Mexico and she could not feed her children in her
hometown of Guerrero. Crisdstomo took refuge in
the Chicago church on Jan. 28, her last day for
leaving the United States voluntarily under an
order by the U.S. Board of Immigration Appeals.

A Methodist bishop is crying foul after police
staged a brutal raid on Central Methodist Mission
in Johannesburg, South Africa, arresting more
than a thousand refugees and damaging
property. The raid, which began around 11 p.m.
on Jan. 30 and lasted for nearly four hours,
caused both physical and psychological trauma,
according to Bishop Paul Verryn. In a Jan. 31
telephone interview from Johannesburg, Verryn
told United Methodist News Service that police
broke down every door in the church building
during a raid that they later labeled a "routine”
search for drugs, guns and illegal immigrants.
Central Methodist Mission receives support from
the United Methodist Committee on Relief for its
Ray of Hope ministry, which provides shelter,
food, clothing, child care, counseling and
employment assistance to refugees. Many of the
refugees are schoolteachers, accountants and
other professionals fleeing economic hardship
and political strife in neighboring Zimbabwe.

United Methodists in Norway and Liberia have
signed a partnership agreement to develop and
promote community-based projects throughout
Liberia. The memorandum of understanding,
signed in mid-January in Monrovia, emphasizes
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mutual cooperation and clarifies the authority and
responsibility of the Liberia Annual Conference of
The United Methodist Church and The United
Methodist Church of Norway. Funding for the five-
year development program, based on a
document prepared and approved by both parties
in March 2007, will come from the Norwegian
church and its donors. The goal is to improve
lives and create sustainable communities in war-
torn Liberia, thereby improving the living condition
for people in communities with United Methodist
congregations.

Finding the right youth director can be like
catching the best wave, but only if you know how
to surf. The youth group at St. Andrew By-The-
Sea United Methodist Church, in Hilton Head
Island, S.C., hopes its next director will surf the
Internet to find them. Last fall, the youth created
and starred in a minute-long video advertisement
touting their "great location," "really cool building"
and "awesome pastor" and inviting potential
candidates to "come surf with us at St. Andrew on
Hilton Head Island." They posted the ad--
complete with scenes of kids playing beach
volleyball, foosball and basketball--on a popular
video-sharing Web site and handed out postcards
at a youth conference in Atlanta inviting
interested youth directors to "see us on
YouTube." More than 1,300 people have viewed
the ad since its November posting, and
approximately 200 candidates submitted their
resumes for the job. While the church used other
traditional advertising methods as well, nearly
every applicant mentioned the video.

News In Brief - Feb. 15, 2008

The "open hearts, open minds, open doors"
media campaign of The United Methodist Church
is effectively communicating key characteristics of
the denomination to the public, according to new
research. Telephone interviews conducted last
fall indicate that those exposed to the church's
nearly 8-year-old campaign were much more
likely to hold favorable views of The United
Methodist Church than those who did not recall
the advertising. The research was conducted by
the Barna Research Group. Through United
Methodist Communications, the church spent
$5.5 million in 2007 on the campaign, which
primarily paid for television ads but also included
billboard ads and radio and cinema spots. Last
August, the church began adding online ads to
the mix. In 2006, the church spent more than $6
million on the "open hearts" campaign.

(continued on page 14)
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(continued from page 13)

A United Methodist has become the first African
American to win election from his district to the
Alabama House of Representatives. The Rev.
James C. Fields Jr., 54, a part-time local pastor at
St. James United Methodist Church in Irondale,
Ala., won a Jan. 29 special election for the District
12 seat. He was sworn into the legislature as it
began a 30-day session on Feb. 5. Fields, a
Democrat, won 59 percent of the vote to defeat
Republican Wayne Willingham. He will complete
a two-year term and be eligible for re-election in
2010. District 12, with about 80,000 people, is the
largest of three legislative districts in Cullman
County, and its residents are overwhelmingly
white and mostly Republican. In an interview with
United Methodist News Service, Fields attributed
his election victory to "being just a hometown boy.
| think people were able to see past race.”

Support groups for those grieving after the loss of
a loved one, or caring for an ailing family
member, are not unusual. But recognizing the
strong bond between people and their pets,
members of North United Methodist Church in
Madison, Ind., go a step further, reaching out to
those dealing with the illness or death of four-
legged friends. "They need somebody to talk to,"
says Bob Schultz, a pet owner and church
volunteer who started the Pet Caretakers'
Ministry. "They're coming in and they want prayer
for their pets. And they want prayer for
themselves, taking care of them." The ministry
meets once a month at the church, and North
United Methodist also has expanded its 24-hour
prayer line to include prayers for pets and their
owners.

After a ferocious tornado pummelled their rural
Tennessee county with death and destruction,
members of Lafayette United Methodist Church
thought their first Sunday worship service
together would be a time to give thanks for
survival and to seek divine guidance to minister to
their battered community. With no deaths or
significant  property damage among its
membership, the church had been transformed
into a family crisis center, and its pastor, the Rev.
Michael Welch, quickly became the United
Methodist denomination's go-to person to
organize relief work in a county that had lost at
least 13 lives and more than 400 homes. Instead,
worshipers who gathered on Feb. 10 grieved an
unimaginable loss--the death of Welch and his
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family in a traffic accident on Feb. 7, two days
after the storm hit. Welch, 51, died, along with his
wife, Julie, 45, and their children Jesse, 14, and
Hannah, 11, when a tractor-trailer carrying relief
supplies slammed into their van on a traffic-
choked two-lane highway just west of Lafayette.
An adult son, Garrison, was not in the accident
and survives the family.

The United Methodist Church has been invited to
apply for up to $5 million from the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation and the United Nations
Foundation to wunderwrite a campaign to
strengthen its global health ministries. The
fundraising, education and outreach campaign
would aim to raise $100 million over three years
and especially would support the church's efforts
to eradicate malaria and other diseases of
poverty in Africa. The denomination plans to
submit a formal grant proposal. Global health is
one of four areas of focus identified by the
denomination as part of its long-term vision.

When artist Pamela Chatterton-Purdy began
working on her latest project depicting heroes of
the U.S. civil rights movement, she drew on her
own experiences--beginning as a civil rights
activist herself in the 1960s. Purdy and her
husband, David, a retired United Methodist pastor
and district superintendent, were among white
people who marched hand-in-hand with African
Americans fighting for racial equality. Her first job
was with Ebony magazine. The couple's
experiences grew even more personal after they
adopted an African-American son and another
son of African-American and Vietnamese
descent. She "connected the dots" of her
experiences and her passion for civil rights in her
Icons of the Civil Rights project in time for Black
History Month and the 40th anniversary of the
assassination of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.
Her 16 wood and gold-leaf icons are being
displayed at schools, churches and the Boston
Statehouse. "I did them from a very religious
standpoint, in that | really see the civil rights
movement as God present in the Holy Spirit," said
Purdy, 67, who lives in Harwich Port, Mass., on
Cape Cod. "The Holy Spirit moved ordinary
people to do very extraordinary things."
(continued on page 15)
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Buried for three hours under tons of rubble left by
an F-4 tornado, Jordan Thompson found new
brothers and a deeper belief in God. "lI'd have
given up, 100 percent given up, without my faith,"
said Thompson, a member of Germantown
(Tenn.) United Methodist Church, of his
entrapment after a twister leveled his two-story
dormitory at Union University in Jackson, Tenn.
The 20-year-old sophomore had sought refuge on
his dorm's bottom floor, along with six other male
students, when a Feb. 5 tornado bounced across
the 1,100-student campus, destroying much of
the school's student housing--including Adams
Hall where Thompson lived. Only seconds after
Thompson and his classmates took shelter, the
ceiling and walls came crashing down. The young
men were trapped underneath the wreckage,
scarcely able to breathe, until rescuers pulled
them out. Three of the seven students remain
hospitalized in serious condition. During those
three hours of being trapped, Thompson and the
other young men forged a bond. "I'll never forget
what we said to each other while we were under
there," he said. "We're brothers now."

Continued violence in Kenya has displaced
hundreds of thousands of citizens and disrupted
the food supply in parts of that African nation.
Stockpiled food has quickly disappeared, and the
United Methodist Committee on Relief is
appealing to United Methodists to donate money
to bolster the food supply. UMCOR has spent
$120,000 on relief needs in Kenya since early
January, assisting more than 10,000 people in
the region. "There's just not enough food to feed
people," said the Rev. Sam Dixon, UMCOR chief
executive. Donations to assist UMCOR's
response in Kenya can be dropped in local
church collection plates or mailed to UMCOR,
P.O. Box 9068, New York, NY 10087. Write
"UMCOR Advance #982450, International
Disaster Response-Kenya" on the check memo
line. For credit card donations, visit UMCOR's
Web site at www.umcor.org for online giving
information or call (800) 554-8583.

How does a church respond when four of its
members are murdered and the teenager who
created its prayer garden stands accused of
killing them? It's a surreal question, said the Rev.
Bill Brown. But faced with that reality, the
congregation of Epworth United Methodist
Church in Cockeysville, Md., is replying--in both
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words and actions--that "God cares, God is
present.” According to news reports, Nicholas
Browning, 15, argued with, then shot and killed
his father, John Browning, 45, on Feb. 1.
Nicholas then allegedly used the gun to Kill his
mother, Tamara, 44; and brothers, Gregory, 13,
and Benjamin, 11, who were asleep in their beds.
The Brownings were active members of the
Epworth congregation in their suburban Baltimore
town. Nicholas is a Boy Scout and honor student
and was well liked in the community. His father
was a partner in a law firm in Towson and was a
leader in his sons' Scout troop. His mother was a
homemaker who did part-time property
management work. No one at the church had any
inkling that anything like this would ever happen,
Brown said. Amid the sorrow is an underlying
qguestion: Why? "It's a question we're all asking,"
Brown said. "But in the midst of not knowing why,
God is with us."

There’s a legend that the dogwood was once
the size of the oak and other forest trees. It
was so strong and firm that it was chosen as
the timber for Christ's cross. This greatly
distressed the tree. Jesus, nailed upon it,
sensed the tree’'s regret and told it

“Because of your sorrow for my suffering,
never again shall the dogwood grow large
enough to be used as a cross. It shall be
slender, bent and twisted. Its blossoms shall
form a cross — two long and two short petals.
And at the outer edge of each petal will be
nail prints, brown with rust and stained with
red. In the center of the flower shall be a
crown of thorns. And all who see it will
remember ...."
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1

Youth to
Meadowbrook
Gourds 11 a.m.

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Youth Bowling Prayer Breakfast | Choir
at ABC North 6:00 a.m. Rehearsal
1p.m. 7:15 p.m.
Bible Study
CC 6-8 p.m. “The Meaning
of Prayer”
7-8:30 p.m.
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Youth Group Mech. Girl Scouts Prayer Breakfast | Home Life March Madness | Retreat
4-7 p.m. Women'’s Club 6:30-8 p.m. 6:00 a.m. 1-4pm Retreat at Continued
CC-6-8 p.m. 10-3 p.m. Wesley
Bible Study Choir
Mission & “The Meaning Rehearsal
Ministry Mtg. of Prayer” 7:15pm
7 p.m. 7-8:30pm
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Palm Sunday Trustees Maundy Good Friday
Meeting 7 p.m. | Thursday Communion
CC-6-8 p.m. Communion Service 7p.m.
Service 7 p.m.
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Easter Sunrise Girl Scouts Choir
Breakfast 6:30-8 p.m. Rehearsal
7:15pm
Easter Worship
10:30 a.m.
Communion
30 31
CC-6-8 p.m.
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